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to build up powerful navies. They could not succeed
because the attempt was made too late and in the meantime
Europe had established a long lead in technical superiority.
Technical progress was in fact the third and decisive reason
why the British were able to establish their empire in India.
From the seventeenth century onward, Europe started on
a career of triumphant scientific discoveries. In course
of time, these led to a transformation of the technique
of industrial production and the science of war. For cent-
uries, the Arabs and the Turks had defeated the Europeans
because of superior military and scientific knowledge*
Even in sea power, the Europeans had for long been inferior,
but it was no longer so. Asia as a whole had fallen back
in the race for knowledge and power. When therefore
the clash came, Indian rulers were unable to stand up to the
British,

After the death of Aurangzeb in 1707, there followed
a period of about 150 years when India was the scene
of internecine intrigues and conflict. The ruler of Delhi
remained in name the Emperor of India, but real power
rested with the local chiefs. The pretence was however
kept up and rival claimants for power sought to use the
titular emperor to advance their own ends. The Marathas
fought with one another and the rest of India. In the east,
the south and the north, there were interminable clashes
between rivals for local thrones. This exhibition of the
weakness and disunity of Indians was perhaps responsible
for reviving the idea of empire among the European powers.
As already indicated, the French were the first to restore
the Portuguese practice of taking sides in the internal
struggle of Indian princes. Such intervention proved
profitable both in terms of gain and influence* The French
example was soon followed by the British, Starting with
their intervention in the struggle between rival claimants
to the throne of Arcot, the British in the course of barely
two decades established their de facto rule over Bengal,